NOTES ON CHAPTER XII
[For this chapter Maulvi Naimur-Rahman, Lecturer in Arabic,
Allahabad University, has contributed important and illuminating
notes, and his assistance is acknowledged in each instance. Sir
Richard Temple's initials are added to the notes supplied by him.]
Marshall appears to have derived his information regarding
Muhammadan religion, laws and customs from Mahmud
'Arif, the vakil (agent) for the English at Patna, and Saiyid
Ja'far, with whom he probably came in contact during bis
service under the Company at Patna. His note 4 (b} is dated
6th June, 1670, when we know, from his Diary (see Chapter II),
that he was at that place. One, at least, of his informants
appears to have been a Sufi, as many of the statements recorded
are imbued with the tenets of this unorthodox sect of Musalman
philosophers.
Here, as elsewhere, though in a lesser degree, Marshall's remarks
are of great interest fo'r the time in which they were collected.
There are many errors, however, owing, apparently, to the
ignorance of his informants and to his misconception of what they
told him. For instance, he confuses the Archangels 'Azazil and
'Izra'il ; he mistranslates several terms, and he makes the surpris-
ing mistake of crediting "Yazld instead of Husayn with martyrdom.
On the other hand, his allusions to " rag-bushes " (No. 5 (b) ),
to marriage and burial customs and to the treatment of the
insane, as practised in the district where he gleaned his informa-
tion, are valuable. As in previous cases, his scattered notes have
been grouped, as far as possible, in some sort of order, and those
calling for special remark are dealt with by the authorities noted
above.
i. (a) and (b). For the laws of inheritance of property as laid
down by the Koran, see the Koran, iv. 11-14. (N.-R.)
(c) On this statement Maulvi Naimur-Rahman remarks:
" There is no such law laid down by Islam. Such a procedure on
the part of a king or any other authority must be regarded as
' positively against law,' as the author himself recognises in
section (a) above."
(d} See the laws of inheritance (the Koran, iv, 11-14).
(e) For the laws of evidence in cases of loans of money, see the
Koran, ii. 282-3. (N.-R.)
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